Introduction.
Embryonic mortality is a major cause of economic loss in cattle breeding enterprises. Fertilization rate of about 80-100 p. 100 (Laing, 1949 ; Kidder et al., 1954 and Spitzer et al., 1978) and calving rates following a single insemination of 50-60 p. 100 (Boyd and Reed, 1961 ; Sreenan and Mulvehill, 1975 ; Roche et al., 1977 and Wishart et al., 1977) suggest an embryonic mortality rate of about 30 p. 100. While the relationship between the embryo, the uterus and the CL (Corpus Luteum) remains undefined, inadequate progesterone level has been suggested many times as a possible cause of at least some proportion of this loss (Boyd, 1965) . While the differences have been non significant, yet there has been a trend towards improved embryo survival following progesterone supplementation in some studies (Wiltbank et al., 1956 ; Johnson et al., 1958 (Gosling, Parker and Fottrell, 1975 The overall fertilization rate was 90 p. 100. The pregnancy rates in the progesterone and HCG groups were higher than the control group but the difference was non significant (p > 0.10).
The effect of progesterone supplementation and HCG administration on circulating progesterone levels is shown in figure 1 .
While the mean progesterone levels in the progesterone supplemented group were higher than the control group the differences were not significant (P > 0.10). (Laing, 1949 ; Kidder et al., 1954 ; Spiizer et al.,1978) . The pregnancy rate of 52 p. 100 in the control group, suggests an embryo mortality rate of 38 p. 100 within this study and while this is slightly higher than some estimates (Hawk et al., 1955 ; Erb and Holtz, 1958) it is in agreement with Laing (1949) (Wiltbank et al., 1956 ; Johnson et al., 1958 Mais l'augmentation de la survie embryonnaire par la progestérone ou l'HCG n'est pas statistiquement significative (P > 0.10).
